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Budget. We must do better for our vet-
erans; we can do no less for the sac-
rifices they and their families have
made on our behalf.

———

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—H.R. 17

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I under-
stand that H.R. 17 is at the desk, and I
ask for its first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 17) to amend the Agricultural
Trade Act of 1978 to require the President to
report to Congress on any selective embargo
on agricultural commodities, to provide a
termination date for the embargo, to provide
great assurances for contract sanctity, and
for other purposes.

Mr. LOTT. I now ask for its second
reading, and object to my own request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

————

REMOVAL OF INJUNCTION OF SE-
CRECY—TREATY DOCUMENT 106-
10

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, as in exec-
utive session, I ask unanimous consent
that the injunction of secrecy be re-
moved from the following treaty trans-
mitted to the Senate on September 16,
1999, by the President of the United
States:

1997 Amendment to Montreal Pro-
tocol (Treaty Document 106-10).

I further ask that the treaty be con-
sidered as having been read the first
time; that it be referred, with accom-
panying papers, to the Committee on
Foreign Relations and ordered to be
printed; and the President’s message be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The message of the President is as
follows:

To the Senate of the United States:

I transmit herewith, for the advice
and consent of the Senate to ratifica-
tion, the Amendment to the Montreal
Protocol on Substances that Deplete
the Ozone Layer (the ‘‘Montreal Pro-
tocol”’), adopted at Montreal on Sep-
tember 15-17, 1997, by the Ninth Meet-
ing of the Parties to the Montreal Pro-
tocol. The report of the Department of
State is also enclosed for the informa-
tion of the Senate.

The principal features of the 1997
Amendment, which was negotiated
under the auspices of the United Na-
tions Environment Program (UNEP),
are the addition of methyl bromide to
the substances that are subject to
trade control with non-Parties; and the
addition of a licensing requirement for
import and export of controlled sub-
stances. The 1997 Amendment will con-
stitute a major step forward in pro-
tecting public health and the environ-
ment from potential adverse effects of
stratospheric ozone depletion.

By its terms, the 1997 Amendment
was to have entered into force on Janu-
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ary 1, 1999, provided that at least 20
states had deposited their instruments
of ratification, acceptance, or ap-
proval. However, because this condi-
tion was not met until August 12, 1999,
the 1997 Amendment will enter into
force on November 10, 1999.

I recommend that the Senate give
early and favorable consideration to
the 1997 Amendment to the Montreal
Protocol and give its advice and con-
sent to ratification.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.

THE WHITE HOUSE, September 16, 1999.

————

NATIONAL HOME EDUCATION
WEEK

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Judiciary Com-
mittee be discharged from consider-
ation of S. Res. 183, and the Senate pro-
ceed to consideration of this bill, which
is a resolution designating the week
beginning September 19, 1999, and end-
ing September 25, 1999, as National
Home Education Week.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 183) designating the
week beginning on September 19, 1999, and
ending on September 25, 1999, as ‘‘National
Home Education Week.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
the motion to reconsider be laid upon
the table, and any statements relating
to this resolution be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 183

Whereas the United States is committed to
excellence in education;

Whereas the United States recognizes the
importance of family participation and pa-
rental choices in pursuit of that excellence;

Whereas the United States recognizes the
fundamental right of parents to direct the
education and upbringing of their children;

Whereas parents want their children to re-
ceive a first-class education;

Whereas training in the home strengthens
the family and guides children in setting the
highest standards for their lives which are
essential elements to the continuity of mo-
rality in our culture;

Whereas home schooling families con-
tribute significantly to the cultural diver-
sity important to a healthy society;

Whereas the United States has a signifi-
cant number of parents who teach their own
children at home;

Whereas home education was proven suc-
cessful in the lives of George Washington,
Patrick Henry, John Quincy Adams, John
Marshall, Robert E. Lee, Booker T. Wash-
ington, Thomas Edison, Abraham Lincoln,
Franklin Roosevelt, Woodrow Wilson, Mark
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Twain, John Singleton Copley, William
Carey, Phyllis Wheatley, and Andrew Car-
negie;

Whereas home school students exhibit self-
confidence and good citizenship and are fully
prepared academically to meet the chal-
lenges of today’s society;

Whereas dozens of contemporary studies
continue to confirm that children who are
educated at home score exceptionally well
on nationally normed achievement tests;

Whereas a March 1999 study by the Edu-
cational Resources Information Center
Clearinghouse on Assessment and Evaluation
at the University of Maryland found that
home school students taking the Iowa Test
of Basic Skills or the Tests of Achievement
and Proficiency scored in the 70th to 80th
percentiles among all the students nation-
wide who took those exams, and 25 percent of
home schooled students were studying at a
level one or more grades above normal for
their age;

Whereas studies demonstrate that home
schoolers excel in college with the average
grade point average of home schoolers ex-
ceeding the college average; and

Whereas United States home educators and
home instructed students should be recog-
nized and celebrated for their efforts to im-
prove the quality of education: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the week beginning on Sep-
tember 19, 1999, and ending on September 25,
1999, is designated as National Home Edu-
cation Week. The President is authorized
and requested to issue a proclamation recog-
nizing the contributions that home schooling
families have made to the Nation.

————

NATIONAL HISTORICALLY BLACK
COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES
WEEK

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate now
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 178, which was reported
by the Judiciary Committee.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:.

A resolution (S. Res. 178) designating the
week beginning September 19, 1999, as ‘‘Na-
tional Historically Black Colleges and Uni-
versities Week.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
the motion to reconsider be laid upon
the table, and any statements relating
to the resolution be printed in the re-
port.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 178

Whereas there are 105 historically black
colleges and universities in the TUnited
States;

Whereas black colleges and universities
provide the quality education so essential to
full participation in a complex, highly tech-
nological society;

Whereas black colleges and universities
have a rich heritage and have played a
prominent role in American history;
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